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Of all the 


ROBBERIES 


| Committed by 
Joux Hawkins, GEORGE OYMPSON, 
(lately Executed for Robbing 
the Briffol Mails) and their 


Companions. 


Particularly the Robbing of General Evans 
on Putney-Common, where his Man 
was killed; the Robbing the Pri ſtol, 
Worceſter, Oxford, Bath, Glouceſter, 
—_— Bury, &c. Stage-Coaches ; as 
alſo, the Earl of Burlington I Lord 

Bruce: With the Caſe of B. © Fox, 

who was Executed for Robbing CCionel 


Archibald Hamilton; and the Robberies 


of the Earl of J/eſtzmore/and,and others, 
in the Streets in and about London; and 
Remarks on the Tryal of the above 
Perſons. 


With an Account of Hawkins's defacing ſeveral 


Pictures in the Bodleian Library at Oxford: 
With a propoſed Project ot Robbing the 
Haruich Mail. | 


Mitten by Ran Wils0N, late one of 


their Confederates. 
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A Full and Impartial Ac- 
count of all the Robberies com- 
mitted y- N HAWKINS, 
GEORGE SYMPSON, and 
their Companions. 


HN Hawkins, who by his many 
KRobberies has made himſelf as fa- 
mous in England as Cartouche was in 
France, at his Death was 30 Years 
old: He was born of very ho- 
neſt Parents, but poor; his Father 
was a Farmer, and lived at Staines in Middleſex. 
His Education had been but very ſlender, for at 
14 he waited on a Gentleman ; but leaving him, 
he became Tapſter's Boy at the Red-Lyon at 
Brentford, where he continued till he got ano- 
ther Gentleman's Service : but being of an 
unſettled 'T'emper, he ſeldom tarried long in a 
Place. The laſt Family he was in, was Sir 
Dennis Dutry's, whom he ſerved as Butler: He 
has often told me, if he had continued in that 


Station, he might ſoon have been Maſter of very 


happy Circumſtances ; for being an handſome 
| | B creditable 


(2) 


creditable Servant, he was well liked and appro- 
ved of both by his Maſter and Lady. But as he 
was conſcious of thoſe» his perſonatPerte&ions, 
like all the Gentry of the Blue-Cloth, he ſoon 
became very aſſuminęꝑ, ſo that he thought it but 
a ſmall Fault to be out two or three Nights ina 
Week at the Gaming- Tables, which were his 
Deſtruction, as they are of all others Who fre- 
quent them. Theſe are the Nurſeries of all 
our Highway- men: here it is that young Fel- 
lows being ſtript of all their Money, are pre- 
pared for the moſt deſperate Enterprizes. So it 
was with  Hawkins,, u ho by the repcated Neg- 
lects of his Maſter's Buſineſs, having incenſed 
the Family againſt him, was turned off, not 
without a juſt Suſpicion of having firſt been a 
Confederate in robbing his Maſter's Houſe of a 
conſiderable Value in Plate. This he never 
owned to me, but acknowledged he had pawned 
an old-faſhioned piece of Dutch Plate of Sir 
Dennis's, which he valued very much. 

Having ſpoiled his Character, he looked no 
more after a Place; attending the Gaming- Ta- 
bles was all his Buſineſs, till he was reduced to 
ſuch Neceſſity that he wanted Bread. In this 
melancholy Condition, the Devil, who is ever 
ready upon ſuch Occaſions, put it into his Head 
that he muſt relieve himſelf by plundering his 
Fellow-Subje&ts. This he reſolved to do, and, 
in order thereto, muſters all his Intereſt to pro- 
cure an Horſe and a Caſe of Piſtols. 

He was now 24. His firſt Expedition was to 
Hounſlow-Heath, where he ſtopp'd a Coach, and 
eaſed the Paſſengers of about 11]. With this 
Booty he returned ſafe to Loudon. Now every 
body wou'd imagine that he, who fo lately had 
taſted of the bitter Cup of Affliction, Tous 

nave 
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hate applied this Money to a proper Uſe : in- 
ſtead of that, he repaired immediately to the 
King s-Head by Temple-Bar, and threw it all 
off. 

Thus he went on a pretty while by himſelf, 
loſing at Play what he got upon the Highway. 

In proceſs of Time he aflociated himfelt with 
many others. His firſt Companions were one 
Ryley, Cmmerford, Reeves, and a certain Lib 
Captain, Who has given the Government a great 
deal of 'T'rouble upon another account ; with 


theſe he committed ſeveral Robberies upon 


Bagſhut and Hounſlow-Heaths, but never cou'd 
keep any Money, the fatal Itch of Gaming 
ſweeping all away, ſo that very trequently he 
has been pur to his Shifts how ro get a Dinner. 
His Practice in ſuch Poverty, was, to go into a 
convenient Tavern for bilking with his Compa- 
nions, where they eat and drank to their Satiſ- 
faction; when the Reckoning came to be paid, 
they drew Lots who ſhould be left behind to 
ſtand the Bears for the reſt, that is, when the 
reſt were gone, to make the beſt of his way off 
without diſcovery. I think this very much re- 
ſembles a Cuſtom great Travellers tell you they 


| have aboard of a Ship, when, in a great Fa- 
mine, the Sailors caſt Lots who ſhall be eaten for 


the Support of his Brethren. 

Hawkins had followed this ſort of Lite about 
two Years, when he was apprehended by his 
Majeſty's Meſſengers for attempting to reſcue 
Captain Lennard, but was diſcharged preſently 
after. He had been but a few Days out of 
Cultody, betore three of his Companions were 
ſeized at Guildford; he had been with them, bur 
he could not get a Horſe. TWO of them, viz. 
Reeves and Commerford, were executed, and ey 
- B 2 was 
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was tranſported; and the Government has 
taken care of the fourth, whom I mentioned 


| before. 


Hawkins being now left by himſelf, was more 
conſtantly at the Gaming-Tables; where, about 
this Time, it was my Misfortune to be intro- 
duced by an Acquaintance, purely out of Curi- 
oſity to ſee the Nature of thoſe Places; a moſt 
fatal one to me ! and whenever I reflect upon my 
molt unhappy Circumſtances, that Curioſity riſes 
uppermolt, as the Cauſe of all. I admire the 
Weſtminſter M y don't ſuppreſs thoſe 
Places. Certainly, they could not demonſtrate 
their Affection to his Majeſty better, than by 
putting the many good Laws in Execution 
which are provided againſt Gaming? by doing 
of which, they would, ina few Years, ſave the 
Lives of Hundreds of the King's Subjects. 
But why do I wonder, when I know that the 
Tables ſubſiſt under the Protection of ſuch 
Powerful Advocates ! There is a yearly Alliance 
between them, which generally expires about 
Chriſtmas; at which time the Advocates raiſe 
all their Forces, and join ſome Chriſtian Com- 
panies of informing Conſtables ; and being thus 
appointed for ſome notable Expedition, their 


firſt Exploit is upon the Three-peny Gamiug- . 


Tables, ſuch as the King's-Head, the Hole in 
the Haz-Market, and the Hole in Drury-lane 
Play-beuſe Paſſage, from whence they drag 
away a dozen or two of needy Pick-pockets. 
This is a ſufficient Alarm to the Governors 
of greater Places, who diſpatch their Emiſſaries 
with Gifts to theſe formidable Enemies of 


Vice, all is huſh'd up, and the Alliance re- 
newed. 


(3.1 


I ſhall now ſay ſomething of myſelf. I am 
now 22, and was brought up at Kirkleatham in 
Cleveland, Yorkſhire, at the School built there by 
Sir William Turner, formerly Lord-Mayor of 
Londen. Ar 17 I left the School, and was put 
Clerk to Mr. Dixon of L incoln's-Inn, a very 
eminent and honeſt Practitioner in Chancery, 
whoſe Advice, if I had obſerved, no doubt 1 
had at this Day been very happy. But his Bu- 
ſineſs being very great, and wy Induſtry at that 
time very little, we could not agree: in ſhorr, 
Mr. Dion returned the Money he received at 
our Articlir g, and ſo we parted. 

Amongſt rhe reſt of my Acquaintance at the 
Gaming- Tables, I was ſingled cut by this 
John Hawkins ; we became great Cronies, and 
were very ſeldom aſunder, till he was taken 
upon ſuſpicion of robbing a Coach in Mommout /- 
ſtreet, of which he was acquitted, tho guilty. 
My Mother at this time being reconciled to me, 
ſent for me home to Whitby, where ſhe lives. 
With her I tarried a 'T'welvemonth ; but being 
very defirous of coming to London again, I per- 
ſuaded her to ſend me up, to try the Law once 
more. She, who always encouraged any thing 
that looked like Buſineſs in me, agreed to my 
Requeſt, and gave 100 J. with me to Mr. Sandys 
of Grange-Court, I had not been long with him 
before my old Infection broke out, which ſwept 
away every thing I had, both Money and 
Clothes. By this Extravagance making myſelf 
unfit for a Clerk, I left Mr, Sandys. Then it 


1 was I again met with my old Friend John 
» Harkins : as yet I did not know directly what 
Courſes he followed, tho knowing he had no 


Support from any Relations, I ſuſpected him 


very much; for which reaſon I began to with- 


draw 
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draw myſelf from his company, for even at that 
time no Man had a greater Abhorrence of Vil- 


lany than myſeltf. | 
Hawkins had now engaged with a freſh Gang 

. Which was pretty numerous, one of which, Po- 
cock, being apprehended, (according to Cuſtom) 
impeach'd all the reſt. "This Impeachment diſ- 
rſed the whole Company, ſome to Ireland, o- 
thers to Wales; and one Ralphſon, to whoſe 
Charge, as a truſty Perſon, all the Moveables 
were committed, thought it his beſt play to 
move off with the Company's Stock into Hol- 
land. By this Fraud, and the Impeachment, 
Hawkins was left deſtitute both of Money and 
Companions, for every body had got out of 
Town, except his Brother Mill. Hawkins and 
James Wright ; the firſt was taken upon Pocock*s 
Information, and the laſt was in a Salivation. 
Hawkins himſelt skulk'd about the Town, not 
daring to appear where he was known, except 
at ſuch Houſes as he could confide in; one of 
which I uſed, and there it was I was firſt in 
his company after this Matter broke cout; 
for he having a great opinion that I would not 
prejudice him for the ſake of Reward, was not 
afraid to ſee me. In a few days Hawkins and I 
were together as often as ever, from whom I 
learnt every thing I have related. Some things 
I have omitted, as that he was preſent when Co- 
lonel Hoyer ſhot Moldridge; he told we alſo 
that it was he that ſhort General Evany's Ser- 
vant : he has often lamented his Misfortune, 
that he ſhould be guilty of that Murder. He 
would, when he got into Company with a Cler- 
gyman, or any other learned Perſon, be always 
asking ſome caſuiſtical Queſtions upon Caſes pa- 
rallel to his own, which was this: Hawkins ſtopt 
| the 
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the General and another Gentleman in a Codch, 
with this Footman behind ; the General fired at 
him, and ſo did the Gentleman: upon this, Hau- 
kins ſhot directly into the Coach at them, but 
killed the Footman behind. Now Hawkins fan- 
cy'd this was no Murder, becauſe he had no 
delign againſt the Deceaſed. But he was al- 
ways told his Defign againſt the Maſter made 
kim, as culpable as if he had intended it againſt 
the Man, whom he killed peradventure. I was 
very fond of Hauꝶin,'s Company, becauſe I took 
much pleaſure in hearing him ſpeak of his merry 
Pranks and many Robberies. Might being now 
recover d, he and Hawkins fell to their old Game, 
and When they came home at Night, I uſed to 
drink with them. The firſt Robbery they com- 
mitted after this Re- union, was upon the Earl 
of Burlington and Lord Bruce in Richmond- Lane; 
they took from them 207. two Gold Watches, 
and a Saphire Ring, which my Lord bid 100 l. 
for to Mid. This Ring Hawkins: pretended he 
could ſell only for fix Pound; this ſeemed to the 
poor Fellow to be a very good Price, ſo that. he 
gladly accepted of 3 J. for his Snack, tho Hau- 
en. ſold the ſame Ring in Holland for 
40 J. | 

This Might was born of very honeſt Parents, 
and bred a Barber; he was a Man of the beſt 
"Temper and greateſt Fidelity to his Companions 
I ever knew in an Highwayman : how he be- 
came acquainted with Hawkins, J cannot ſay, 
but they two went on together after his Saliva- 
tion for about a Month very proſperouſly before 
I engaged with them. It happen'd about this 
time, that meeting with a good-natur'd Coun- 
tryman, I borrowed 207. of him; this was a 
great Novelty to me, who had been ſtarving for 

| f ſome 
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ſome Weeks paſt, notwithſtanding that I made 
all the haſte I could to the Tables, and loſt ir 
every Farthing. This ill Luck made me rage 
like a Madman, and was the firſt thing that 
made me capable of any Impreſſion from bad 
Company. From the Gaming-'T ables, I went to 
Hawkins and Wright. We had drunk ourſelves 
to a good pitch, when Hawkins began a Diſ- 
courſe about robbing in the Streets, but ſaid it 
could not be done without a third Man, and 
ask'd me if I durſt take a Piſtol, and mount a 
Horſe: I told him, Yes, as well as any Man, 
and that the want of Money had made me rea- 
dy for any thing. Upon this, he who was always 
glad of new Companions, and, I am ſatisfy'd, 
with a very bad Intent, offered very kindly to 
get me a Horſe againſt the next Night ; I con- 
ſented, and ſo we went to bed. The next 
Morning I remembred what paſs'd the Night 
before, but reſolved norhing leſs than to put 
what I had promiſed in execution: however, 
Hawkins was as good as his word. 


When the Night came, we fell to drinking 


again, and at a proper time of the Night Haus 
Eins told us all was ready; I being now as hot 
as the laſt Night, and ſo in the ſame Humour, 
objected nothing, but went away with them to 
the Horſes: we mounted about ten a-clock, 
and a little while after robbed Sir David Dal- 
rymple by Winſtanley's V/ater-works. It was put 
upon me to ſtop the Coach by way of tryal, 
whether I was capable of being made a Man of 
Buſineſs; to my great Misfortune, I performed 
my part ſo well, that Zlawkins never cared to 
art with me afterwards. 
We had bur a very ſmall Booty frem Sir Da- 


vid, I think about 3 J. in Money, a ng 
all 


| „ 
and Pocket-book, which Sir David offered 60 l. 
for to Vild; but we returned it by a Porter 
gratis, for we never dealt with Mild, neither did 
he know any of us. 

The next Morning after this Robbery, it is 
Impoſſible for me to expreſs under what Anxi- 
eties I labour'd, on a conſideration that I had 
engaged in ſuch baſe Actions winch I then ap- 
prehended, as I have found ſince, bring nothing 
but Poverty and Shame to him that follows 
them: Beſides, there is no Lite ſo gloomy as the 
Life of an Highwayman; he is a Stranger to 
Peace of Mind and quiet Sleep; he is made a 
Property of, by every Villain that knows or 
gueſſes at his Circumſtances : ſuch a Lite is a 
Hell to any Man that has ever had any Reliſh 
of a more generous way of living. But I was 
entred, and muſt go thorough ; tor Jac Hawkins, 
who before was all good Humour and Complai- 
ſance, was now become my Tyrant: he gave 
himſelf a great deal of trouble to let me know, 
that I was as liable to be hang'd as he, and in 
all his Actions expreſs'd a Satisfaction that he 
had me under a hank. I have great reaſon to 
believe that this Pleaſure of his did ariſe from 
his having one more added to his Number, to 
make ule of when his Occaſions required. The 
World may think I ſpeak this to jultify what 
I have lately done, but when they ſhall be 
apprized how vilely his Brother has acted 
that part, and that ſuch a Method of ſaving 
their Lives was always concerted betorehand be- 
tween the two Brothers, they will be of ano- 
ther opinion. In ſhorr, after this Robbery IL 

led a Dog's Life, and was much againſt my 
will obliged to take my thing in good Pe 
or 
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for fear, by quarelling, of bringing us all into 
trouble. 

The next Coach we robb'd, was Mr. Hide's of 
Hackney ; we had from him ten Pounds, and a 
Watch: Mr. Hide has told me fince, that he had 
about him at that time zool. in Bank Notes, 
but we miſs'd them. It would be too tedious 
to mention all the Robberies we committed, for 
we ſeldom failed of doing two or three a Week 
for a Month together in or about the Town. 
We ſeldom went above fie Miles from the 
Town, and when we came into it again, we fell 
to work ich the Coaches in the Streets. One 
Nicht wn Auguſt 1720 Men all Mankind were 
rurn'd T hieces, we robb'd a Cuaci againſt the 
dead Wall in Chancery- Luue, atiother the ſame 
Night in Lincoln Iin-Fielde; and in going oft, we 
ſtumbled upon my Lord Y/ſtmoreland with three 
Footmen behind his Coach : we robb'd his 
Lordſhip, but with a great deal of difficulty, for 
the Watch poured in upon us trom all parts ; yet 
at the Fire of a Piſtol over their Heads, they re- 
tired as faſt, and gave us an opportunity of get- 
ting clear. 

Theſe Robberies had put me into a good Con- 
dition, if the pernicious Itch of Gaming had not 
been ſo prevalent upon me; whatever Movables 
we got, I ſold my part to J. Hawkins and Wright, 
and play d away the Money. They two having 
made up a ſufficient Cargo, were determin'd 
for Holand : accordingly Haukins had every thing 
that belonged to them in his hands. ready to 
go off with, except a Watch which Might was 
gone by himſelf to.fetch out of Pawn; we were 
to meet him at the Queen Head upon Tower- 
Hill: but a Meſſenger whom we ſent before- 
hand to ſee how the land lay, brought us word 

that 


that Wright was apprenende d by Jonathan Wild, 
to whom he had been betray'd by one of his 
own Acquaintance. 'I his was a great Alarm to 
us, for we were under a molt violent Appre- 
henſion that Hyiight would impeach us, but he 
proved himfelt to be quite anot ner Man. 

Now Mil. Hawkius and Wright were in Priſon 
together: the firſt being impeacud, could not 
impeach ; but the latter, it he had been in- 
clined, might have taken that Advantage to 
have ſaved his Life: but he told Hawkins's Wite, 
that he would hurt nobody, much leſs her Hul- 
band, becauſe of his Children. I ſhall have an 
Opportunity preſently to ſhow how well this 
Generoſity was retaliated. In the mean time, 
Jack Hawkins and I were conſult! ing where to 
conceal ourſelves; at laſt we pitch'd upon Ox- 
ford, whither we walk'd a foor, and tarried there 
a Month: in which time nothing remarkable 
happen'd, except that Hawk us defaced ſome Pic- 
tures in the Gallery above the Budleian Library, 
tor the Diſcovery whereof the Univerſity bid 
100 J. A poor Taylor, who had above mea» 
ſure diſtinguim d himſelf tor a Wuig, was taken 
up and impriſon'd tor this Fact, and very nar» 
rowly eſcaped a \\V hipping. 

By that time we had been a Month at Oxford, 
the Seflions at the C Baile) were ended; Wil. 
Hawlins was diſcharged, and his Friend Pocock 
hanged, but Might was reterved till Kingſton» 
Aſſizes. Jack Hawkins being very deſirous to 
ſee his Brother HM. told me he deſign'd for 
London the next Day, and that he was ſorry he 
could not lend me Money to go along with him, 
but that he would in two or three Days ſend 
me 2 /. and ſo he left me full of Poverty and a 
bad Conſcience, two diſmal Companions. A 
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little while after I received ten Shillings from 
him, ſix whereot I ow'd at my Quarters, which 
I paid, and with the reſt ſer torwards to Londen 
a toot ; when I arrived at Londin, I found that 
Jack and Wit Hawkins were gone for Holland 
with all Might's Goods to the Value of 50 l. 
which they never gave him any Account of, tho 
he was then ſtarving in Priſon. 

About the latter end of October, both the 
Brothers returned from Holland to Lendin, where 
we all joined ; the molt fatal joining I ever made 
in my Lite, for it I had not joined that heedleſs 
Villain Will. Hawkins, in all probability I ſhould 
not have been in this Condition: but this can- 
not be recalled. 

We three went on till Chriſtmas, when TI be- 
came of Age, and in Poſſeſſion of a ſmall Eſtate 
my Father left me, which I fold for 350 J. This 
Money 1 preſently loſt, except a part I lent to 
the two Brothers to buy them Horſes with ; 
I remember this particularly, becauſe they never 
paid me again. Being all furniſh'd with Horſes 
of our own, we fell to Buſineſs very induſtriouſ- 
ly; Wil. Hawkins we often lefr behind us as a 
lazy Coward : this Fellow in Company is one of 
the moſt fluſtring Raſcals I ever heard, no Man 
is ſo forward to ſtrike another, becauſe he con- 
fides in his Strength, and yet no Man was ſo 
backward upon the Road ; which proceeded not 
from a Principle of Honeſty, but downright 
Fear: For theſe, and divers other good Cauſes, 
we broke him out of the 'Troop very often, or 
at leaſt ſuſpended him till by his good Behaviour 
he obtained a Re-admiſhon. One Night his 
Brother and myſelf, having excluded him for 
tome of the Offences atoreſaid, took a Ride to 


Hampſtead, and being in an elevated Condition 
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with Wine, were reſolved upon our Return to 
rob the firſt Coach we mer, let the Conſequence 
be what it would. It happen'd that about 100 
Yards on this ſide of Fig-Lane, towards St. Giles's 
Turnpike, we met a Chariot with two bright 
Gentlemen in it; as ſoon as ever they paſt us, 
we muffled up with Cape and Handkerchief, 
and overtook them at the end of Fig-Lane: at 
the firſt word the Coachman ſtopt, and down 
went the Saſhes ; I was on one fide, and Hawkins 
on the other. The Gentlemen pur their Bodies 
out oft the Coach, and fired both at once; one 
of them lodged three Slugs in Hawkins's Shoul- 
der, but the other miſs'd me: They certainly 
were brave Men, yet I think their haſty Fire 
was a ſign of Fear; for if they had ſuffer'd us 
to have come cloſe to them, they mult have 
ſhatter'd us all to pieces. The Report of the 
Fire-Arms had made a great Alarm, ſo that we 
thought it our beſt way to move off, to prevent 
Murder on both ſides; for they went out with 
a Reſolution not to be robb'd, and we went 
out not to kill. 

This Action was ſucceeded by ſuch bad Wea- 
ther, that we could not get a Farthing ; and 
when 2 Weather came, our Horſes Heads 
being ſwelled, we could not get them out of 
the Stable. In this Diſaſter every Man's Wits 
were at work how to proceed for a Livelihood, 
at laſt we agreed to go and rob the Coaches in 
Hide-Park a- foot. The firſt Coach we attempted 
in Hide-Park was Mr. Green's the Brewer, but 
the Coachman 3 us only Footmen, whipt 
away, and left us, for we were not expert in 
this ſort of Work ; however, I ſhot one of his 
Horſes, and in endeavouring to fire again, I 
ſhor myſelf thro the Hand, which made my Re- 
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treat very difficult, as having the Walls to get 
over. 

Being now ſpoilt for either Horſe or Foot, I 
had time enough to reſſect upon my moſt deplo- 
rable Condition; I recollected what I was once, 
and what then! I found that ſuch a Courſe of 
Life muſt be finiſh'd with great Scandal at Y- 
burn, and that God Almighty's Vengeance 
would overtake us, and that ſuppoſe he was an 
unconcerned Spectator of ſuch Actions, that the 
Nature of our Crimes would not admit of a 
better Fate. Upon the whole I concluded, my 
beſt way was to leave the Town, and. thereby 
all my Follies : I had no ſooner taken this Reſo- 
lution, but I put it in execution, for I borrow'd 
a little Money of a Friend, took my Horſe out 


of the Stable, and ſo ſet forwards to Yorkſhire, 


February 1. 1721. ” FRET 
It is impoſſible to expreſs my Satisfaction in 
leaving the Town, or how much I deteſted thoſe 
Actions I had been lately guilty of, or the Since- 
rity. of my Reſolutions never to relapſe, let my 
Fortune in the World-be what it would. 'Thus 
prepared for an honeſt Life, I arrived at H/hitby, 
where I was well entertained; in a few Days I 
fell into my Mother's Buſineſs, which is very 
conſiderable : this I followed with the greateſt 
Diligence till the Auguſt following; ſame time 
in that Month I was ſent for to a Publick Houſe 
in our Town by two Gentlemen, whom, to my 
great Surprize, I found to be my old Friend 

ohn Hawkins, and his new Companion George 
Sympſon. After firſt Compliments, Hawkins and 
I took a Walk together ; upon an Examination 
of their Affairs, I found out ſeveral things which 
look*d poorly on my ſide ; as that they had not 
221. in Money between them, and the 
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like: I expoſtulated with him the reaſon of his 


taking ſo long a Journey ſo poorly. provided, in- 
to a Place where he could have no Aſſiſtance. 
This diſpleaſed him very much, ſo that he twore 
and raged like a Fury; he told me, I bad been 
like other Men, and was now as liable as any 
body: he added, that his Brother had impeach'd 
me, and every body elſe of his Companions, and 
that I ſhould be fecch'd away in a few Days. 
This ſtartled me very much, ſo that I agreed to 
go along with them: I bought Sympſon's part of 
ſome Goods they brought along with them, 
which came to 20 J. and I lent Hawkins 20 J. 
we all bought Horſes, and ſo we came to Lon- 
don, where I found that I was not impeach'd, as 
Harkins had told me, neither was his Brother 
in Cuſtody. By this you may perceive the Spi- 
rit of Envy, which reigns in ſuch Men towards 
their Companions, who betake themſelves to an 
honeſt Life, and deſert their Villanies. 

This Joke preceded the Truth but a very lit- 
tle, for in a ſhort time after Mill. Hawkins was 
taken by Sir Edward Lawrence's Servants, whom 
he and Butler Fox had robbed in the Huntington- 
Coach. Mill. Hawkins impeach'd every body 
that had been concerned with him, and me a- 
mongſt the reſt ; but only Fbx and Wright were 
apprehended: This is the fame Wright J left 
in Priſon, labouring under all the Calamities 
which attend ſuch a Place. He was tried) at 
King ſton laſt Summer-Aſſizes, but being acquit- 
ted, was diſcharged; after his Diſcharge he fell 
to an honeſt Employment, which he followed 
till Hawkins impeach'd him: He was convicted 


of, a Street-Robbery done upon Mr. Towers a- 


bout two Years ago, and hang'd the 22d of De- 
cember laſt, and guilty of the Fact. What makes 
Are me 
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me remember the Day, is, becauſe if I had been 
taken, I ſhould have ſuffer'd the ſame Day, which 
was my Birth-day. It may here be remember'd 
how well poor Wright's Generoſity was repaid, 
he forbore Hawkins, to be hang'd by him himſelf. 

Butler Fox was a Porter in Milkſtreet, had a 
Wife and three Children; Mill. Hawkins came 
acquainted with him at C Houſe by 
London-Wall, a Neſt for Highwaymen. Upon 
his Tryal he appeared to have a good Reputa- 
tion, tho certainly he was guilty of the two 
Robberies he was acquitted of at the Old-Bailey, 
and J am ſatisfy'd he was never guilty of more. 
Will. Hawkins, after he had drawn this poor 
Fellow into theſe two Robberies, made his 
boaſt that he had no farther Occaſion for him, 
and when his Neceſſities required, he would 
make uſe of him. 

After he was acquitted, which baulk'd the 
Expectations of Sir Edward's Footmen, who 
rook him, they trump'd up the Robbery of Co- 
lonel Arch. Hamilton againſt him, which Jack 
Hawkins and George Sympſon were guilty of. This 
Hawkins (wears himſelt and Fox into the Rob- 
bery, tho neither of them were there; not- 
withſtanding that he ſuffered for it at Croydon, 
declaring with his laſt Words, that he was in- 
nocent. Some People may ask, It Hawkins himſelf 
was not there, how came he to know ſo ma- 
ny Circumſtances? This is eaſily anſwered, for 
Hawkins and Sympſon told him every particular 
that very Night. I have heard Hawkins exclaim 


againſt his Brother very often both before and 


after Fox's Conviction, for ſwearing Fex into this 
Robbery, which he and Sympſor did, and nobody 


elſe. There is one thing that convinces me 


what they ſaid was true, which is this: When 
Hawkins 
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Hawkins Was ask'd what became of the riſled 
barrell'd Gun they took from the Colonel, he 


/ anſwered, that he threw it away juſt after the 
' Robbery. Now this was a Lye to my certain 


knowledge, for I had that ſame Gun in my hand 
laſt Chriſtmas, and ſaw the Silk they took in 
Hawkins's hands. All that I can ſay more to 
this Matter, is, Tnat the Colonel's Coachman 
had good Eyes, that he could ſwear to a Man 


he never ſaw in his Lite before I cannot think 
he had any of the Reward for that Service, 


which, I believe, was divided amongſt Sir 
Edward's Servants. 
All this time we play'd leaſt in ſight. our 
moſt convenient Houſe was by Londen-Wall : 
This Man knew all our Circumſtances, and in 
that Knowledge found his Account, for we 


| ſeldom committed a Robbery, but he had his 


Snack by way of Reckoning. We did not mind 


that, for as he kept a Livery-Stable, we had an 


Opportunity of getting out at all times in the 


Night; ſo that we harraſs'd almoſt all the 
Morning Stage-Coaches in Exgland. One Mor- 
ning we robb'd the Cirenceſter, the Worceſter, the 
Gloceſter, the Oxford, and Briſtol Stage-Coaches, 
all together; the next Morning the Iſwich and 
Colcheſter, and a third Morning perhaps the 
Portſm:nth Coach. The Bury Coach has been 
our conſtant Cuſtomer ; I think we have touch'd 


that Coach ten times: For any of theſe, we ne- 


ver went further than the Srones-End; if we 
brought away their Portmanteaus, we carried 
them to our old Cock C —, where we 


ranſack d them. F cannot help ſaying, that as 
this Man participated of our Proſperity, it is a 
pity he ſhould not have his Snack of our Ad- 
verſity; it would be of infinite Service to the 

3 Nation, 
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Nation, if ſuch a Man could be ſent abroad 
for better Education. He has undone ſeveral 
young Fellows, by ſpurring them to ſuch 
Actions as bring them to the Gallows. 

Our Evening Exerciſes were generally be- 
tween Hampſtead, Hickney, Bow, Richmond, 
and London, and behind Buckingham Wall, 
Cc. We three committed numberleſs Rob- 
beries, for Sympſon was a ſtout brisk Man, 
ſo that we carried every thing on with great 
Succeſs, and might have lived in that un- 
happy Way ſeveral Years, if we had not 
meddled with the Mails, which are certain 
Deſtruction to any body that rob them. Not 
one has eſcaped yet, that ever meddled with 
them. 

This Symp ſon was about 28, horn at Put rey 
in Surrey, and brought up at Bere in Lin- 
colnſbire; he was a Man of, no Education, 
and cf poor natura! Parts: he was never ca— 
pable of deſigning any thing. but when cut 
out for him, no Man was quicker or bolder 
in the Execution, He had been ſome. time 
Bailiff of an Hundred in L'»colnſhire, but for 
ſome Miſdemeanour flying the Country, he 
came to London, and ſerved my Lord Caſ li- 
main, and other Gentlemen, in quality of 
Footman; but not contented with that Sta— 
tion, he never reſted till he became ac- 
quainted with Jack Hawhins, and fo com- 
menced one of his Majeſty's Collectors for 
the High Roads. 

Hawkins and Sympſon were the Perſons 
that committed the Robbery on Richor4 
Ne Eſq; behind Buckingham houſe, and took 
= Gold Watch, aud feve:al other things to a 

conſiderable 
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conſiderable Value, for which a great Reward 
was offered, but never produced. 

Nothing particular happened in all theſe 
Robberies, except that as we were making 
up to the Po t mouth Coach, a Gentleman up- 
on it fired at us before we ſpoke to the 
Coachman. I do not blame him, for certain- 
ly our paſhng them, and then returning 
upon them, plainiy demonſtrated what we 
wanted to he at. We had the ſame mea-⸗ 
ſure meeted to us by another Morning Coach, 
by which my Horſe received a Wound, of 
which he died. One remarkable thing 
enough has happened to us, and that was, 
our meeting Mr. Green ard his Lady behind 
Buchi/ glam Wall, and robbing them: I call 
it remarkable, becauſe I told the Coachman 
when he drove away from us when we were 
a-foot, that we ſhould have the luck to meet 
him when we were mounted, 

This is the Life we le1 till the beginning 
cf April laſt, when we began to talk of 
putting an old Deſign of robbing the Mails 
in Execution, This Deſign wes firſt con- 
certed with the aboveſaid C———, He ad- 
viſed, that the beſt way was to begin with 
the Harwich Mail ; but that Mail being as 
uncertain as the Wind, we never agreed to 
wait for it. At laſt we pitched upon the 
Briſtol Mail, and every thing was prepared 
accordingly. 1 endeavoured all I could to 
hinder this Attempt. I told them, that the 
Nature of our Circumiiances were ſuch, that 
of neceility we were firmly attached to one 

. . O . 
together, which hindered any one deligning 
1 Lerlon 


anuochers Intereſt, as being all in peached 
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Perſon amongſt us injuring the other two. 
That that Union would be diſſolved when a 
Promiſe of the King's Pardon ſhould be pub- 
lihed after ſuch a Robbery, with a Reward 
as uſual. I told them, that the Poſt-Houſe 
was indefatigable in their Searches after Men 
who had robbed them; and lafly, that we 
ſhould get nothing by it but a Gibbet. 

Thus I argued 2gainit myſelf, for nothing 
but this Accident could have ſet me free in 
the World. Notwithſtanding all this, we 
ſet forwards on Su, day the 15th Day of 
Apri/, for the accompliſhment of our fatal 
Project. The next Morning, being Monday, 
we took the Mail; and again on Wedneſday 
Morning. The meaning of taking it twice, 
was to get the halves of ſome Bank Bills, the 
firſt halves whereof we took out of the Mail 
on Monday Morning. 

On Monday the 23d of Ap:il, being the 
Monday following that Morning we robbed 
the Mail the firſt time. I walked out after 
Dinner to fee my Horſe in Ferchurch-ſircet ; 
from thence led by an over-ruling Fate, it 
came into my Head that I would go to C 
to hear what News there. At C-— 's I 
found two or three Men whoſe Countenances 
I did not like, which made me withdraw 
ſomething abruptly. I got clear cf the 
Houle without any Moleſtation, and by ſome 
bye Alleys I got away undiſcovered mto 
M-orgate Coffes houſe, a Houſe that I much 
frequented, becauſe as none but ſober Com- 
pany uſe it, a Highwayman might appear 
there without ſuſpicion. This Cottee-houſe, 
at certain times, we uſed between two and 
three Tears; but as I was always Free, 

an 
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and had ſeldom the ſame Habit, I never was 
much known. At this time, contrary to my 
Cuſtom, I fell into a Set of Company, and, 
2monegſt the reſt, part:cularly with one who 
by his ontward Mein ſeemed to be a Quaker. 
This Perſon told me, that there was great 
queſt made after the Robbers of the Priſtol 
Mail, nay, that there was even then enquiry 
made after them in their Ne1ghbourhood ; 
and told me in a jocular way, they did 
not take right Methods of robbing them. 
Upon this 1 paid for my Gill, and marched 
out, not without ſome reflection upon my 
Friend's Words. It now came into my 
head, that the People I ſaw at C—— s were 
the Enquirers. After I left the Coftee- houſe, 
I went into Bedlam, where the many melan- 
choly Objects I ſaw there inſpired me with 
a thorough Senſe of * own worſe Condition; 
for long Experience had informed me, that 
nothing but Poverty and Deſtruction, ſooner 
or later, could attend me in that Courſe of 
Life. Here I made a thorough Examination 
into ſeveral Paſſages that happened ſince our 
robbing the Mails, which gave me the great- 
eſt Grounds to believe it was not ſafe for 
me to tarry longer in London. For a certain 
Perſon, who was more my Friend than theirs, 
ſuſpecting us to be the Men who robbed the 
Mails, adviſed me to get off, or elſe go im- 
mediaiely to the Poſt-houſe, and ſurrender 
myſelf; if I did not, he wes well aſſured 
Sympſon wou d, for that he had asked him 
feverel previous Queſt ions tending to ſuch 
a Deiign : as, Whether he who flood already 
Impeached could be an Evidence egainit 
any body elſe? and, Whethera Perſon that 
went 


(622) 


went in voluntarily would be detained? and 
if the Gazette meant the 2001 Reward to him 
that diſcovered, or to him that apprehended ? 
Theſe, and ſuch like Queſtions, he asked of 
a Perſon that he did not imagine wou'd re- 
port them to me again. When J heard them, 
J put a right Conſtruction upon thoſe En- 
quiries, and to prevent the Effects of them, 
after a long Conſideration in Bedlam, I deter- 
mined to take a Paſſage for Newcaſtle that 
very Night, but entirely rejected the laſt 
part of my Friend's Advice, 

With this Reſolution I made towards 
Moorgate Coffee-houſe again, but in my way 
was met by the ſame Men I ſaw at C--—'s. 
Aſſoon as I paſſed them, they turned about 
and followed me, but not ſo cloſe, but that 
I got into the Coffee-houle unſeen, for they 
overſhot Moorgate Arch, ſo that if I had re- 
turned by the ſame Door I came in at, I had 
eſcaped ; but I unluckily (or rather luckily) 
went out at the Fore-door, where they ſtood 
watching in the Street. Aſſoon as they ſaw 
me, they ſeized me. I am very much of Opi— 
nion, that C had given them ſome infor- 
mation about me, tho they ſay they had no 
other ſuſpicion of me than ſeeing me at his 
Houſe, which had been long ſuſpected as an 
harbour for ſuch Men. After I was appre- 
hended, they carried me to the Generel Poſt- 
Office, where I was examined before the 
Poſt-Maſter General, but he could make no- 
thing of me that Night. The next Morning 
I was carried before him again four or five 
times to as little purpoſe : in ſhort, I had 
given him my final Anſyer, that I knew 

nothing 
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nothing of the Matter, tho Mr. Carteret, 
before whom I was carried, uſed the moſt 
prevailing Arguments to bring me to a 
Diſcovery. But when nothing would do, 
juſt as he was preparing to commit . me, a 
Meſſenger came from Vill. Hawkins, who is 
a Priſoner in the Gatebonſe, to let the Poſt- 
honſe know that he had Impeached me, and 
that they need not give themſelves any 
trouble about me, for that his Evidence 
would convict me. At firſt I looked. upon 
this as an Artifice to draw me to a Confeſſion, 
but when one of my own Friends confirmed 1t 
that there had been ſucha Meſſenger, I began 
to think it was very hard to be hanged by 2 
Man whoſe Brother's Life I had faved, for 
I did not value the Poſt-houſe, I knew they 
could have no Evidence againſt me, notwith- 
ſtanding that if they by any Circumſtances 
ſhould have thought me the Man, after 
they had failed themſelves, they would have 
urged Howkizs's Evidence egainſt me, as if 
it had been their own Cauſe Still I thought 
it was hard, that a Man ſhould ſuffer for his 
Brother's Roguery, and therefore would not 
come to a Confeiliion. All the Poſt- Officers, 
beſides Mr. Carteret, were pretling above 
meaſure with me, inſomuch that it appeared 
to me that they had as great regard to my 
Welfare as their own Intereſt, One cf 
them, in particular, called me aſide, and 
putting his Hand into his Pocket, produced 
a Letter, and bid me read it, which I did, 
and found as follows: 


SIR 
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SIX. | 
I Am one of the Perſons who robbed the Mails, 
which J am ſorry for; and to make amends, Pl 
fecure my two Companions as ſoon as may be. He 
whoſe Hand this ſhall appear 10 be, I hope will be 
entitled to the Reward and his Pardon. 
I am yours unknown. 


As ſoon as I read it, I knew it to be Symp- 
ſen's Letter, ſo that without any more Words I 
made a Diſcovery, and I am of opinion any Man 
in England would have done the ſame. That 
League of Friendſhip which was between us, 
was certainly diſſolved by this Deſign againſt 
me. As for they who talk of ſolemn Oaths and 
Proteſtations, I can aſſure them there never were 
any ſuch amongſt us; and if there had, no 
Oarh is binding, the keeping whereof is a grea- 
ter Sin than the breaking of it: An Oath is 
always adminiſter'd for ſome laudable Purpoſe, 
but ſuch Oaths tend to nothing but the De- 
ſtruction of our Country. 

They were not taken till the 'Thurſday after 
my Diſcovery ; from the firſt of their Apprehen- 
ſion, they prepared themſelves very devoutly for 
another World. 

Upon their Tryals they appeared both very 
well dreſs'd; but, as the Judge obſerved, their 
Habit was not correſpondent with the Cha- 
rafter their Friends gave of them, viz. that they 
had both been Foormen. Hawkins was guilty of 
one great piece of Indiſeretion, that was in de- 
ſiring that all the King's Witneſſes might give 
their Evidence apart. If he had been innocent, 
this might have done him ſome notable Service; 
but as he was guilty, it was a Confirmation to 

the 
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the Judge he was ſo, becauſe, tho we were a- 
part, we all concurred in every Circumſtance. 
Now had we been ſuffer'd to ſtay in the Court, 
Hawkins might afterwards have well urged that 
it was no wonder there was ſuch a Chain in our 
Evidence, when we had heard what one another 
ſaid. There were ſeveral People appeared for 
them, and the moſt of them were guilty of — 
, particularly the Gentleman who ſwore he 
ſold Hawkins two River-Douglaſſes; and the o- 
ther who ſwore Hawkins was at his Houſe the 
Night the Mail was robbed, and to prove it, 
produced a ſpurious Note. 

As to the People who ſwore High-Trreaſon 
againſt me, I never ſaw them in my Lite betore 
that time; if the Court had given any heed to 
what they ſaid, I could eaſily have proved my 
Principles juſt the Reverſe to what they ſwore. 
After the Jury had been ſent out twice, at laſt 
they were found guilty. Hawkins, when he 
came to receive Sentence of Death, upbraided 
the Judge as partial, a Charge he did not de- 
ſerve; for never any Priſoners were uſed with 
more Lenity and Juſtice. They were executed 
on Monday the 21ſt of May, 1722. I hope their 
Souls are in Heaven; and tho my Crimes de- 
ſerved the ſame Puniſhment, I hope Providence 
has reſerved me to a better End: and tho ſeve- 
ral Perſons who have ſaved their Lives this way, 
have at laſt been hanged themſelves, I doubt not 
but to make a better uſe of my Deliverance. I 
wiſh with all my heart that our Story may be a 
Caution to other young Men, and then I ſhall 
get my End in writing theſe few Sheets; by 
which they will find that we enjoyed none of 
thoſe Sweets which tempt Mankind to unlawful 
E Actions. 


E 


Actions. If their Duty to God will not reſtrain 


them from ſuch Actions, let our old Proverb, 
which ſays, That Hineſty is the beſt Policy; for 


certainly in the end that Proverb proves itſelt 


infallibly true. The greateſt Means of our De- 
ſtruction, is ſetting at nought the firſt Cauſes of 


it; we do not conſider how naturally we go 
from one thing to another, till at laſt we get to 
the end of a Rope. I have this Comfort how- 
ever in my Misfortunes, that I never was con- 
cerned where any Murder was done. 
Notwithſtanding that my Crimes have been 
great enough, yet thoſe Crimes have received 
great Aggravations from flying Reports; which 
I ſhouid not have taken notice of, but that I 
am willing to ſet the Truth in a clear light. 
The firſt thing which ſurprizes me moſt, is, that 
it has been confidently reported by ſeveral News- 
Writers, that my Companions and ſelf were guil- 
ty of that horrid Fact of cutting the Woman's 
Tongue cut, becauſe ſhe happen'd to. ſtand by 
when we robb'd the Bury-Ceach, and knew us; 
and that I have acknowledged the ſame. In the 
firſt place, I never acknowledged any ſuch thing; 
and in the next place, I can prove by things ta- 
ken away from that Coach in Mhitechappel the 
ſame Morning this Fact is ſaid to be done, that 
we were not the Men; for doubtleſs the People 
to whom theſe things are reſtored, would not 
have been ſilent, if any ſuch thing had been 
done by us: beſides, this Barbarity was given 
out to be committed beyond Epping, which is 


'ten Miles beyond the Place where 'we commit- 
ted the Robbery. 


Another 
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Another thing is related of me, which I have 
no occaſion to take notice of, any further than 
that *tis falſe, that is, that I have impeach'd 22 
Men ; for if I had, it had been the greateſt Juſ- 
tice in me to impeach all as well as the two I 
have impeach'd, if any more had been concern'd 
with me. 

I hear one Rogers has been committed to Ailſ- 
bury-Goal, and upon my Information ; in Juſtice 
to the Man, I take this Opportunity to declare 
I know him not: indeed juſt atter my Commit- 
ment, a Man of a very odd Aſpect, an Inhabi- 
tant of High-Wiccomb in Buckinghamſhire, came to 
me one Morning, and told me that he had ſeized 
this Rogers, as anſwering the Deſcription of 
Hawkins; but finding that Sympſon and Hawkins 
were taken, he was come to know whether I 
knew Rogers : Ianſwered, No. Upon this my 
Gentleman of the diſmal Countenance look'd 
very chagrin, and after pauſing a little while, 
ask'd me to drink a Glaſs of Wine; I accepted 
his Offer. Accordingly we ſat down together, 
and for ſome time talkꝰd on indifferent Subjects; 
at laſt he reſumed the Diſcourle about Rogers, 
telling me he believed him to be a Highwayman, 


and was aſſured I knew him. I reply'd poſi- 


tively, That I did not. Then he ask'd me, If 
I had not run many Dangers for very little Mo- 
ney ; I agreed I had. Why now, quoth he, ſup- 
poſe a Man ſhould put you in a way to get the 
half of 40 J. with Safety? I told him, I ſhould 
make very grateful Returns to that Man who 
ſhould put me in that way. Why then, he ad- 
ded, that it was only rapping heartily againſt 
this ſame Rogers, and my Buſineſs wis done. By 


this finding the Rogue's Dritt, I deſired his Ab- 
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ſence, and ſo forwarded him down Stairs in | 
ſome haſte. I have been the more particular in ber 
this Relation, becauſe I would ſhow that ſome- be 
times the Men of Reputation are the greateſt Li 
Villains. 

It has alſo been laid to my Charge, 'That I 
made it my trequent Practice to raviſh the La- 
dies whom we robb'd: I cannot think what wiſe 
Perſon trump'd up this Story, it appears to me 
the moſt nonſenſical one I ever heard ; for as we 
always robb'd the Coaches within four Miles of 
the "Town, and very early in the Evening or 
Morning, when we had all our Hands full in 
diſmounting the Horſemen who were upon the 
Road, I cannot ſee any room for ſuch an Action. 
Beſides, I defy any Perſon to ſhow that there 
has been any ſuch thing done by any body with- 
in theſe five Years, which is the longeſt time I 
have been in this Town. 

The next great Charge is, That I uſed Cru- 
elties to any Gentleman we robb'd : How falſe 
this is, I appeal to ſeveral Gentlemen who have 
been robb'd by us; ſome in particular, who 
have been to ſee me, remember me for the great 
Civility I ſhowed above my Companions. * 

The laſt and moſt heavy Charge, is, That I 3 
am an Atheiſt, a Blaſphemer, and an irreligious 
Fellow: The two firſt Characters I utterly diſ- 8 
claim, and challenge any of my Acquaintance to 
ſay I ever made a 4 of any atheiſtical or blaſphe- 
mous Expreſſions. As to the laſt, indeed I can- 
not ſay much; for how is it poſſible that a Man 

in ſuch a Courſe of Wickedneſs could frequent 
Divine Service, or perform other Duties of Re- 
ligion ? Would it not be the greateſt Mockery 
for a Man to pretend any ſuch thing, when » 
Su | is 
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Wis own Conſcience he deſign'd to commit Rob- 
beries immediately after? I think na Man can 
be truly religious, till he purpoſes to lead a new 
Life; which 1 am reſolutely bent upon, by the A 
tance of Almighty God. | 


Ralph Wilſon. 
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. Hereas it has been confidently reported, That 
Mr. Mil Is, Maſter of the Dog- Tavern at 
Billinſgate, knew of our Robbing the Briſtol-Mail : 
This is to declare, that the ſame is entirely falſe ; 
and that he knew nothing of our Circumſtances, or 
© Way of Living, or any thing relating to us, only as 
common Cuſtomers frequenting his Houſe. 


Ralph Wilſon. 
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